


WE BELIEVE 
1. We believe in the Scripture of the Old and New 
Testaments as verbally inspired by God, and 
inerrant in the original writings. They are the 
supreme and final authority in faith and life. 
2. We believe in one God eternally existing in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
3. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, and is true 
God and true Man. 
4. We believe that man was created in the image 
of God: that he sinned, and thereby incurred, not 
only physical death, but also Spiritual death which 
is separation from God.  All human beings are 
born with a sinful nature, and in the case of those 
who reach moral responsibility become sinners in 
thought, word, and deed. 
5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures, as a 
representative and substitutionary sacrifice.  In 
addition that all who believe in Him are justified on 
the ground of His shed Blood. 
6. We believe in the resurrection of the crucified 
Body of our Lord, in His Ascension into Heaven 
and in His present life there for us, as High Priest 
and Advocate. 
7. We believe in "that blessed hope," the personal, 
premillennial, and imminent return of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 
8. We believe that all who receive by faith the Lord 
Jesus Christ are born again of the Holy Spirit and 
thereby become children of God. 
9. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just 
and unjust, the everlasting blessedness of the 
saved, and the everlasting, conscious punishment 
of the lost.  
             - The Railroad Evangelistic Association 

Luther S. Harkey 1885 - 1949 
Founder of the Railroad Evangelistic Association 
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- Mission Statement -  
The Rail road Evangel ist ic 
Association exists to proclaim the  
Good News of Jesus Christ to the 
ent i re rai l road communi ty 
worldwide and to promote mutual 
Christian fellowship among, though  
not  limited to, those of the railroad 
industry, the model railroad hobby-
ists and the rail fan enthusiasts.  

 COVER Photo:  Burling Northern Santa Fe freight train coming into Vancouver, Washington.  Engine number  4656.  Photo by Joe Spooner 
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GET ON TRACK! 

Subscribe to the  

Railroad Evangelist 
Magazine 

 
For only $10.00 a year you will receive 
one of the most unique non-
denominational Railroad magazines 
published anywhere in the world. 

 
Help spread the word by ordering the 
Railroad Evangelist magazines in bulk.    

 
BULK  COSTS 

(Based upon per issue) 
100 copies $25.00       50 copies $20.00 
 20 copies  $10.00         10 copies $5.00 
 
Subscribe today for yourself or a friend, 
make out your check or money order to 
REA and send to: 

REA  
PO Box 5026 

Vancouver, WA 98668 
 

The Railroad Evangelist magazine is pub-

lished three times a year by The Reflector, 
Battle Ground, Washington for the Railroad 
Evangelistic Association. Second class post-

age paid at Vancouver, WA. Circulation: 
2,500. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: If you move or have a 
change of address please let the Sec/Treas 

know as soon as possible.  It costs us 83 
cents for each returned magazine.  The mid-
dle code number after your name such as 

000-0509-1, means your subscription is due 
the 5th month (May), of 2009.  THANK YOU! 
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Your membership, subscriptions and tax deductible donations are 
greatly appreciated, as they are the only means we have to continue 
publishing and proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ to the 
entire railroad community worldwide through the Railroad Evangelist 
magazine.  Your financial gifts underwrite the cost and make it possi-
ble for us to send the Railroad Evangelist magazine out individually 
and in bulk supply as our home and missionary outreach.  We thank 
God for each and every one of you who have joined with this railroad 
literature evangelistic ministry with your prayers and finances. 
 
We pray and trust God will abundantly bless you for your sacrificial 
giving as He “is able to make all grace abound towards you, that 
you, always having all sufficiency in all things, have an abun-
dance for every good work.”                                  
                                                                                  2 Corinthians 9:8 

                                                                          
Please cut, photocopy or send appropriate information pertaining to the 
above applicat ion form and mail it  to:   

                                                   REA 
PO Box 5026   

Vancouver, WA 98668 

Membership in the Railroad Evangelistic Association is 
open to all who have a desire to reach the entire rail-
road community worldwide with the Good News of Je-
sus Christ.  For $15.00 you will receive your REA An-
nual membership card ($5.00) and a one year subscrip-
tion ($10.00 - 3 issues) to the RAILROAD EVANGELIST 
magazine.  REA has no paid staff, all proceeds go to 
printing and mailing the Good News. Thank you. 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN REA 
 

Please check the appropriate box. 
 
     I am an active railroad employee. 
     I am a former/retired railroad employee. 
     My spouse is/was an active/former/retired  
     railroad employee. 
     I am a model railroad hobbyist. 
     I am a rail fan enthusiast. 
     My interest in REA is _______________________ 
     Sending $5.00 for REA membership for one year. 
     Sending $10.00 for a one year subscription. 
      I would like to make a donation._____________ 
How did you learn of REA?___________________ 
__________________________________________ 

“A LITTLE IS A LOT WHEN GOD IS IN IT” 
Luke 9:12-17 

REA -  PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE . 

The grass withers, the flowers fades,  

but the word of our God shall stand forever.  
Isaiah 40: 8 

      Luther S. Harkey started the Railroad Evangelist magazine in 1938.  Why?  Because he was a Chris-
tian railroad man and wanted the men of the rails to hear the good news about Christ.  The Railroad 
Evangelistic Association was then founded and Incorporated in September 1941. There have been many 
National Presidents of the REA , these men were the back bone of the REA.  They were men faithful to 
the Lord and REA, Just to name a few that come to mind is: Rocky Agrusti, Elmer Ward, Thomas Rud-
derford and G. M. Durrett.  

     This year we‟ll be celebrating our 70th National REA Convention.  Some of the Presidents in this era have been Paul Campbell, 
Bud Harkey, Alan Harkey, Magead Salloum and Ann Grissom, (REA‟s first women President).  What about the future of REA ?  It is 
up to us to see that the REA doesn't wither or fade away.  How are we going to do this?  By keeping the past and the present alive 
and praying to God to start new chapters.    

     Thank you for supporting me for the last two years as your National President.  Let's keep the Railroad Evangelistic Association  
alive for the future railroad communities and their families.  

HOPE TO SEE  YOU ALL AT THE CONVENTION! 
Wilson Riley        

 

Wilson Riley 
President of REA 



WHO ARE THE DEFENDERS 
 

     The Defenders are men who have come 
to understand the marketplace of commer-
cial sexual exploitation. Men who buy sex by 
the picture or act create the demand that 
results in the loss of innocence, resulting in 
the physical and psychological devastation 
of children and teens. As it is men who are 
the source of demand, it is men who must 
end demand. We are men who responded 
to the startling findings in The National Re-
port on Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking; that 
reveals that over 100,000 children are vic-
timized through prostitution in America each 
year with the average age of entry just 13. 
 
The Defenders‟ first step is to take a pledge to not pur-
chase or participate in pornography, prostitution or any 
form of commercial sex. 
 
We aim to mobilize at least 100,000 men to take the 
pledge, become Defenders, and commit their hearts,  
minds and resources in defense of our children.  Can we 
afford to do less to protect our children and grandchil-
dren? 
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Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad engineer  
challenges men to become a “DEFENDER”. 

TAKE THE PLEDGE 
 
   Because men create the demand for 
prostituted kids, better men have to stop it.   
We are the better men. 
 
    Recognizing that men create demand for 
prostituted children and that better men 
have to end the demand...and mindful of 
my own past failure to protect the inno-
cence of kids by tolerating the existence of 
commercial sex industry that makes them 
vulnerable. 
 
Today I make the commitment to becom-
ing a better man and my commitment is  

demonstrated by the following: 
 
1. I will not purchase or participate in pornography, prosti-
tution or any form of the commercial sex industry.   
2. I will hold my friends accountable for their actions to-
ward women and children. 
3. I will take immediate action to protect those I love from 
this destructive market. 
 
Will you take the pledge? 
Will you sign up to be a Defender? 

  

Vern Smith, BNSF railroad en-
gineer from Vancouver, Wash-
ington is a founding member of 
the “DEFENDERS USA” 
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WHAT WE DO AS DEFENDERS 
     
Every man has influence. Every man has a network of 
other men that could be engaged in the fight; whether 
through awareness initiatives, political activism, funding 
solutions, or all of the above. This battle can only be won 
through the direct and sustained commitment of better  
men. 
 
    It all starts with awareness. The more men know about 
child sex trafficking, the more effective we will be in creat-
ing and sustaining prevention, restoration, and rescue 
solutions for victims. 
    
   We all started by taking the pledge and telling others 
why. How we take that message to others starting with 
our own children, and our friends at church or work is 
about as different as we are as men. 
  
    Some actions include truck stop awareness events, 
motorcycle group outreach, organized a vigil.  They meet 
regularly to encourage each other. 
   
    For more information on the DEFENDERS and to take 
the Pledge go to www.sharedhope.org 

  

The DEFENDERS USA is an initiative of  
Shared Hope International   

PO Box 65337  
Vancouver, WA 98665. 

1-866-HER-LIFE (1-866-437-5433) 

Linda and Vern Smith on election night in 1994 after Linda won 
the primary as a write-in candidate for Congress as a U.S. Rep-
resentative. Linda served until 1999 who founded Shared Hope 
International in November 1998.  Shared Hope was founded to 
fight sex trafficking and commercial sexual exploitation and to 
serve the long-term restoration needs of women and children in 
crisis. Shared hope is active today in countries that circle the 
globe.  Linda has been featured on Dr. Phil, Bill O‟Reilly, CNN 
American Morning among many others.  “DO YOU KNOW 
LACY?” is a current billboard campaign to raise awareness of 
child sex trafficking in America.  For more information or to get 
involved contact:  www.sharedhope.org 

A Railroader  

Gives God the Credit 
By Diane Pearson, Frankfort, IN 

 
 
    “More than once over the years God intervened and 
saved me and others from injury or death,” said Paul 
Whitaker, a railroader and friend of mine from Frankfort, 
IN. 
 
    Paul worked for Norfolk & Southern for twenty years.  
“I will never forget the date of June 26, 1993,” he said. “I 
was the conductor running trackage rights with Conrail 
into Cincinnati. We had a green light, but as we rounded 
a bend, another train was in our path.  We immediately 
applied the emergency brakes and stopped within feet of 
the other train.  When the National Transportation Safety 
Board (NTSB) investigated, they concluded that there 
was no way we should have been able to stop that train 
in time.  I know now without a doubt that God was with 
us.” 
 
    Unfortunately, since two railroad lines were involved in 
that near accident, each blamed the other.  Paul was let 
go from the railroad without pay during the NTSB investi-
gation.  “I was very bitter about it,” said Paul.  “All I could 
do was go on with my life until it was resolved.” 
 
    During the time that Paul was off work, his sister had 
surgery for cancer, and his brother-in-law wanted to be 
with her in the hospital in Chicago.  They needed help 
running their farm and hog operation, so Paul moved in 
with them and took over for a while.  His sister came 
home from the hospital the end of August.  On Septem-
ber 11, 2006, Paul got a call from the railroad.  He was 
found innocent of any wrongdoing and was reinstated to 
his job with full back pay. 
 
                                                      - Continued on page  7 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Norfolk & Southern Railway engineer Paul, to the right, shares a 
Norfolk & Southern engine up close with his friend and his two 
young sons.  



T 
he best I can remember, it was our first train ride. I was 14 and my sister was 10. We had 
waited for weeks imagining what it would be like. And then the big day came. As our par-

ents led us through the crowds of people in and around Union Station I checked again to make 
sure the tickets were still safe in my pocket. After all, I was the big brother and my sister was 
counting on me. The trip from Jacksonville to Sanford would take no more than a few hours but 
to two very excited kids this would be no ordinary trip. It would the adventure of a lifetime; a 
whole week in central Florida visiting family and friends. We couldn‟t wait! I still recall watching 
our parent‟s wave goodbye, as our train disappeared quickly down the tracks. Saying goodbye 
was hard. It always is for those who leave and for those who are left behind. 
 
    Over the years, I have been reminded of that fact many times. Shortly after learning he had 
terminal cancer, my father made an audio recording for his family. I was with him when he made 
it. Over the course of one afternoon, I listened as Dad reached back into his past carefully re-
trieving one memory after another; memories of growing up as a boy, memories of serving on a 
Navy supply ship in World War II, memories of his first job on the railroad, memories of his chil-
dren and grandchildren, and of course memories of his father. You see, in Dad‟s eyes,     
 

    Luther S. Harkey was more than just a father and a railroad engineer. He was a man 
driven by a singular passion; a passion for souls.   As a little boy, my Dad would some-
times sneak out of bed at night to find his father kneeling on the floor praying earnestly for 
his own family and for railroad men up and down the line who were lost and hurting. He 
would pray like that for hours to the point that the toes of his shoes wore out long before 
the soles. It was a picture that would stay with my Dad all his life; the picture of his own 
father waging “war on the floor” for those God placed in his charge.  During the final 
months of my father‟s own war with cancer, as his physical strength began to drain, his 
prayer life seemed to strengthen. We watched in wonder as men, women and children 
who heard about his illness came for one last visit and a final blessing; a doctor from Or-
lando, a group of musicians from Tallahassee, fellow pastors and of course family and 
friends. 
 
    One by one they came and one by one they were reminded that God‟s strength is suffi-
cient; that His power is perfected in our weakness.  On the night Dad slipped into heaven, 
Sara Ann and I were there by his side.  It was a precious, sacred moment. As he passed 
from our hands into the hands of Jesus, it seemed as if time itself had come to a stop. I 
was a little boy again and Dad and I were building a model plane together, going to a Cub 
Scout meeting, munching on cinnamon toast as we watched our favorite Saturday morn-
ing cartoons. One memory led to another; my first day of school, my wedding, the birth of 
our first child.  
 
    And now years later, standing there next to Dad‟s bedside I was reminded that in the 
good times and in the bad, he had always been there for me weaving his life into mine in 
ways only a father can. 

The Luther S. Harkey Legacy 
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Luther S. Harkey 
Founder of REA 

Rev. Bud Harkey 
Son of Luther S. Harkey 

Rev. Alan L. Harkey 
Son of Rev. Bud Harkey 

By Alan Harkey 
Duncan, South Carolina 

 

Alan L. Harkey is a leadership professional specializing in ministry management, team building, major gift 

fundraising and vision development. Since 1987 he has worked with a variety of Christian groups including; the 

Christian Broadcasting Network, Coral Ridge Ministries, Christian Blind Mission International and Feed the 

Children. In addition to his work with various para-church organizations, he is a certified life coach and currently 

serves as pastor of Life Spring Community Church in Duncan, South Carolina. Alan and his wife, Janet, have 

two children and three grandchildren.    



“A cheerful heart  

does good like a medicine” 
Proverbs 17:22 - Living Bible 
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STATEMENTS YOU ARE NOT 
LIKELY TO HEAR IN MOST 
CHURCHES.   
 
>Hey!  It‟s my turn to sit in the 
front pew! 
 
>Pastor, I was so fascinated by 
your sermon that I didn‟t even 
notice it lasted an hour and a 
half. 
 
>Personally, I find church ser-
vices much more enjoyable than 
golf. 
 
>I‟ve decided to give our church 
the $500.00 a month I use to 
spend on online gambling. 
 
>Hey, is everyone here already?  
Lets start the service early! 
 
>Pastor, the church has voted to 
send you to this Bible seminar in 
Cancun. 
 
LETTERS TO GOD FROM 
CHILDREN. 
 
Dear God, 
I think the stapler is one of your 
greatest inventions! 
 
Dear God, 
If you watch me this Sunday, I‟ll 
show You my new shoes. 
 
Dear God, 
You don‟t have to worry about 
me because I always look both 
ways. 
 
Dear God, 
We read Thomas Edison made 
light.  But in Sunday school they 
said You did.  So, I bet he stole 
Your idea. 
 
Dear God, 
I would like to live 900 years like 
the guy in the Bible. 

Continued from page 5 
 
    “I was out of work for close to ninety days,” said Paul.  “During that time God 
used me to help my sister‟s family when they desperately needed it, and then my 
job was restored.  It also gave me some precious time with my sister, who died a 
few months later.” 
 
    God‟s timing is always perfect because in September 2006 Paul attended a 
three-day spiritual retreat called the Walk to Emmaus.  It changed his life. God 
showed Paul in unmistakable ways how He had been with him throughout the 
years when he didn‟t recognize it, especially during those three months at his sis-
ter‟s. 
 
   “I never gave God the credit until then for that gift of time with her,” said Paul. 
“God took that bitter experience and turned it into a blessing.” 
 
    Paul learned that God is always at work around you, whether you realize it or 
not, even whether you are a Christian or not. When you accept Christ, He will 
make Himself known to you very simply, as He would to a child.  As you respond 
to Him in a simple childlike trust, you will find a whole new way of looking at life 
and you will recognize God‟s hand in everyday circumstances. 
 
    Paul retired from the railroad in December 2006 and has devoted his life to fol-
lowing Christ.  He is now a leader in a prison ministry in Frankfort, IN, and is pur-
suing a call into pastoral ministry. 
 
 
Diane Pearson is a Christian writer, speaker, and teacher from Frankfort, IN. 
Contact her at dipearson@comcast.net or www.dianepearson.org. 

The above photo was taken August 27,1940 at the California Avenue Coach Yards in Chicago, Illi-

nois.  Luther Harkey, (third from left, standing) with his son Bud, (kneeling, first on the left) met with a 
group of Christian railroad men to share the vision of the Railroad Evangelistic Association. 

mailto:dipearson@comcast.net
http://www.dianepearson.org/
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Typical “snowbirds” leave the Northern cold 
climate and retire to communities in Arizona 
and Florida.  The Minnesota Prairie 
Chicken loves the snow and never migrates 
south.  This is true of a group of dedicated 
model railroaders who retired at the Green 
Ridge Village in Newville, PA.  This Chris-
tian retirement village erected a building in 
January 2003 to house a model layout.  
The instigator was Bill Moyer, who along 
with his wife, had left behind a full base-
ment of trains.  The GR&BS HO layout de-
veloped over the next six years in a train 
room approximately 44” wide by 36” long.  
Almost all of the layout can be viewed close
-up since the aisles are designed for handi-
cap accessibility and there are low-level 
dioramas for children.  A separate N-scale 
train layout is located in one corner of the 
main room. 

 
The layout is HO, or 1:87th scale and currently has about 2010 feet of track – the equivalent of nearly 33 real-life miles 
of track.  There are over 220 turnouts (switches), both electrical and “Caboose” hand thrown.  Multiple trains (10-15) 
can be operated at the same time from twelve different control panel locations.  Any train can run on any track.  Minia-
ture street lights illuminate all the houses and industries.  The GR&BS frequently operates a “night time” viewing sce-
nario. 
 

The HO layout reflects the local Cumberland Valley Railroad of the 1950s.  The names of communities dispersed 
through the layout are taken from towns along the Cumberland: Newville, Dillsburg, Carlisle, Middlesex, Kingston, Al-
terton, Goodhope, Shippensburg, and Oakville are on the upper level.  White Hill, Waynesboro, Pen-Mar, Marks, and 
Richmond are on the lower level.  In Richmond, children will be fascinated to watch “Thomas the Tank” engine running 
along with his many other locomotives and friends.  In the 1950s, most engines were still steam.  Therefore, most of 
the engines are coal-fired steam engines, but diesels in this transitional era show up on this layout. 
 

Industries include an oil refinery, a meat packing plant, a chemical plant, several coal mines, a pickle factory, a milk 
processing plant and a brewery.  There are many smaller industries, new home constructions sites, several farms and 
orchards, an extensive lumbering area, a lakeside resort, many community parks, recreational facilities, and other 
open spaces.  The buildings are a mixture of 1960s Plasticville and paper cut-outs, along with various wood and plastic 
kits. The background scenery on the walls is a mural of local scenes painted by resident artist, Bob Ramp. 
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This page is dedicated to The Model Railroader who wishes to share their skills with the membership.  Send your photos and 
story along with personal information to the Contributing Editor‟s address on page 2.  Material will be returned upon request. 

By Rev. Stephen R. Seidler 

Joan & Bill Moyer provided the inspiration for the layout and Bill 
was in charge of all wiring and block control.  Bill prefers steam, but 
will run a diesel to the surprise of the other members.  The Ladies 
of the club are responsible to conduct all open houses.  Resident 
members of the GR&BS club include: Al Williams - responsible for 
the track design; John Rhodes – setting up a walk-around “Can You 
Find?” walkway quiz; Phil Avery – building the benchwork; and Dale 
Brown – chief engineer and operator. 
 
During its annual convention, REA attendees have visited the 
GR&BS RR.  The layout building is at Green Ridge Village (210 Big 
Spring Rd, Newville PA 17241) between Gilliland Manor and the 
maintenance buildings.  You can get in touch with club members by 
calling the model railroad building at 717-776-8226. The club is reg-
istered with the NMRA.  It was a joy to “talk trains” and share model 
railroad ideas for this story with fellow model railroader, Bill Moyer.  
The photos in this article were taken from a personal CD supplied 
by our Editor, Joe Spooner.   

Dale Brown, Joan and Bill Moyer 

 



Page 10                                                                                                                            The Railroad Evangelist 

REA, 

I enjoy the magazine very much, please send me some 

gold seal stickers.  I started out on the B&O railroad in 

1954 and retired in 1997 to take care of my sweet Mother.  

I worked in Cincinnati, OH and Covington, KY.  I know the 

Lord, I was saved at 10 years of age.  Thanks for the 

great work you do to show the world that God saves and 

keeps and is in control! 

Sincerely, 

Jim Noel 

Florence, KY 

REA, 

We praise God for the work your do.  We always enjoy 

the “All Aboard!” magazine. 

Serving Him, 

Carl & Tammy Stevens 

Republic, WA 

 

Friends, 

I picked up a copy of “All Aboard!” at a church that is new 

to me.  Your ministry peeked my interest.  Please send 

me information as I use the railroad but have never been 

an employee. 

Sincerely, 

Phyllis Bebout 

Utica, NY 

 

Hello REA, 

I am a retired Engineer from the CDX Railroad and I 

learned of REA from Harold Turner, area Director of 

NARVRE, District 1. 

Have a blessed day and a happy forever! 

C.G. Boone 

Stapleton, GA 

 

Greeting REA, 

I‟ve had a busy schedule and have been unable to attend 

my local chapter meetings at Malaga, NJ.  I appreciate 

that I‟ve continued to receive the “All Aboard” magazine.  

May God continue to bless everyone in REA. 

Sincerely, Jesse Cline 

Vineland, NJ 

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

 
PO Box 5026 Vancouver, WA 98668   E-mail: rrjoe@comcast.net 

LETTERS 
From our REA 

MAIL BAG 

 

Dear REA, 

Thank you for your dedication and noble calling of REA of 

reminding and rekindling the Christian aspiration of 

“proclaiming the good news of His salvation”. We will be 

praying that you will have a great REA convention in Sep-

tember. 

In Christian love,  

Faith Rose 

Cincinnati, OH 

 

Dear REA, 

I am really excited about the Summer 2011 issue, but 

have already started work on my pages for the next issue.  

I have been in touch with a pastor in Indiana who has al-

lowed me his HO layout to enhance the church ministry 

and further the cause of Christ in his community.  His 

open house was recently featured on the front page of the 

local paper.  He has sent me a CD full of good pictures 

along with his thrilling testimony.   

Railroading with the Gospel, 

Rev. Stephen Seidler 

Owatonna, MN 

“The Trainman” 

Dear REA, 

Please send me more of “The Station” tract as I hand 

them out to railroad employees at Grand Central Station 

and Penn Station in New York City.  I also give them out 

to Subway employees.  Below is a photo I took at Jim 

Thorpe, PA.  Jersey Central Railroad Station. 

God Bless, 

Harry Hassler 

NYCT Police Chaplain 
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Keeping Track  of Transportation Ministries around the world  

     Even as a youth, Alain Petitmermet, now an engineer 
with the Swiss Railway SBB, sought spirituality. But when 
his search veered him into the dark world of the occult, he 
eventually realized that he was on a dead end track. He 
began to read the bible, and the more he read, the more 
his eyes were opened. That‟s when he found God. 
 
Alain tells his story: 
     “I wasn‟t raised in a traditional Christian family. Having 
been born in 1962, the 60‟s and 70‟s fostered many ques-
tions in my mind about my existence. What is life all 
about? Why am I here? Searching for answers, I devel-
oped an interest in the occult and supernatural. But down 
every alley I went (and they were all more like alleys than 
paths), doubts about the existence of God arose. I wanted 
to experience a spiritual relationship, but because I could 
not find God I continued searching. 
 
     In 1988, during my Railroad Engineer training in Ge-
neva, I was invited to spend an evening with friends. 
Among the guests were a spiritualist and a healer from 
France. We criticized the church mercilessly, accusing it 
of being a „bastion of the obscure from medieval times‟. 
But on the way home I somehow realized that I had been 
deriding an institution that I really knew nothing about. 
The very next morning I bought a bible to fill in my lack of 
knowledge. The more I read, the more I understood that 
my ideas had been baseless and totally wrong! The bibli-
cal revelations seemed so very clear to me, clearer than 
anything I had ever read before! Within days I burned all 
my books on spiritualism, mysticism, and the occult. 
 
     I was closer to finding the way to God, but I wasn‟t 
sure how to proceed. So I turned my attention toward un-

derstanding the bible, and quickly discovered a key: the Cross! There was a deeper meaning there, and I had to learn 
more about Jesus‟ death! 
 
     One night I dreamt that a man was standing over me, so close that I could feel his breath on my face. This experience 
was very real, and I knew immediately that this man was Jesus. I later realized that God had sent the Holy Spirit to me 
that night so that I might be able to understand the gospel. I became more and more enlightened in both mind and spirit 
until one evening I cried out with all my soul „I‟ve found it! This is what I have been searching for! Jesus died for my sins! 
He gave His life because of His love for me!‟ After this realization I searched for and found other Christians to help me 
learn, and eventually was baptized.  
 
     Some time later I decided to become a pastor and left my job to study theology. But, after one year of study, I realized 
that I had much more to learn, and I returned to my profession as railroad engineer. 
 
     Today I can testify with all my heart that Jesus is the truth. Faith in Him is the only way to God. How sad and tragic 
when a person either does not know this or chooses to ignore it. Currently I‟m a Rail Pastor with the Rail Hope Associa-
tion of Switzerland, where I spread the Word and help in establishing local Rail Hope groups within the French speaking 
areas of Switzerland. I am finally both a railroad engineer and a pastor.” 

 

Alain Petitmermet 
Honorary Rail Pastor with RailHope 

of Switzerland Railway Missions 
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Room rate for the week - including meals: 
                Double occupancy....$205.00 
                Single occupancy….$220.00 
 
         Please send in your $20.00 (non-refundable)  

deposit as soon as possible to: 
 

REA Registrar 
Mrs. Beverly Salloum 

720 W. Thomas Street 
Rome, NY 13440 

(315) 525-4787 (cell) 
E-mail: revsalloum@cheerful.com 

 
If at all possible please have your convention expense paid 

 in full two weeks prior to the convention.  Thank you! 
REGISTRATION to receive name tag and room key is on 

Monday Sept 12th from 2-5 PM.  Dinner at 5:00 PM. 

AREA ATTRACTIONS 
Located on the conference grounds: golf, tennis, basketball, hiking, 
volleyball, playground  equipment plus a whole lot of peace and 

quiet and wonderful Christian fellowship. 
 

Located within driving distance is: 

>Historic Carlisle - US Army War College - 10 minutes. 
>Gettysburg - About a 30 minute drive. 
>Hershey - About a 45 minute drive. 

>Strasburg RR community - A little over an hour drive. 
>Sight & Sound Theater in Lancaster - A little over an hour. 
>The heart of the Amish in Lancaster - A little over an hour. 

>National Civil War Museum - Harrisburg - About 30 minutes. 
>Washington D.C. - About 2 1/2 hour drive. 
>Valley Forge / Philadelphia - About 3 hours 

  

-PLUS A WHOLE LOT MORE! - 

Begin planning to attend the 70th National  
Railroad Evangelistic Association  

Convention - Everyone is Welcome! 
September 12 - 16, 2011 

 
Located in the peaceful hills of Pennsylvania at the 

Philip Bongiorno Conference Center 
430 Union Hall Road Carlisle, PA 17013 

  Jesus       
    said... 
 
“I AM the way, the truth and the 
life.  No one comes to the Father 
except through Me.”         John 14:6            

                                     
 
“I AM the light of the world.  He 

who follows Me shall not walk in 
darkness, but have the light of life.”                                  
                                        John 8:12 
 
“I AM the bread of life.  He who comes to Me shall never hunger, 

and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.”                  John 6:35 
 
“I AM the door.  If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved…” 

                                                                                          John 10:9 
 
“I AM the good shepherd.  The good shepherd gives His life for the 

sheep.”                                                                             John 10:11 
 
“I AM the true vine, you are the branches.  He who abides in Me 

and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”                                                                                       
                                                                                           John 15:5 
 
“I AM the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in Me, though 

he may die, he shall live.  And whoever lives and believes in Me 
shall never die.  Do you believe this?.”                       John 11:25,26 
 

Think about this for a moment; either Jesus was a complete 
fool or He was in total deception, believing a lie, telling people 
He was the only way to God. Or, He was who He said He was. 
 
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlast-
ing life. He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who 
does not believe is condemned already, because he has not be-
lieved in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”   John 2:16,18 
 

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My words and believes 
in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into 
judgment, but has passed from death into life.”                 John 5:24 
 
“For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but that the world through Him might be saved.”     John 3:17           
                                                                                            
The Bible says: 
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 

and to clean us from all unrighteousness.”                       I John 1:9 
 
“That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in 
your heart that God raised Him form the dead, you will be saved.”                                                                         
                                                                                     Romans 10:9 
 
“God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  He who 
has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does 

not have life.”                                                              I John 5:11,12 
 
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal Life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”                                                 Romans 6:23 
 

Please consider the words of Jesus carefully as your ultimate 
conclusion and decision will have eternal consequences. 
 
“God be merciful to me a sinner.  Jesus come into my life and 
make Yourself real to me, fill me with Your Holy Spirit to help 
me live for You all the days of my life.  In Jesus name. Amen.” 



 

“Well done, good and faithful servant . . . enter into the joy of the Lord” 

CROSS   OVER  
For a donation of any amount the Cross Over Memorial page is a place where both God and your loved 
ones will be remembered and will help us to continue publishing the Good News of Jesus Christ to the 
worldwide railroad community through the Railroad Evangelist magazine.    All donations are tax deductible.  
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“I’m Going Home on the Morning Train” 
featuring Paul Campbell is a collection of 12 
Railroad and Gospel songs recorded in the 
southern gospel bluegrass style.  The CD 
cover photo of  Paul was taken in the mid 
1970‟s while he was working as a Conductor 
for the Southern Railway. 

 
To order your CD of  

“I’m Going Home on the Morning Train”  
send $15.00 (plus $3.00 for postage and han-

dling) to: 
Paul Campbell 
603 Aylor Road 

Stephen City, VA  22655 

(571)  331-2807      

E-Mail: campbellrev.paul@yahoo.com                     

I’m Going Home on the 

Morning Train 
A Collection of Railroad & Gospel Songs 

Sung by Paul Campbell 

“THE COMING OF THE LORD DRAWS 
NEAR” gold foil stickers, (3 inches long), 
are available through REA.  Help spread 
the word by using them on all your mail 
correspondence. 100 self adhesive stick-
ers for a gift of any amount. 
 

REA 
PO Box 5026 

Vancouver, WA 98668 
E-mail:  rrjoe@comcast.net 

Thank you for your on going support in helping to keep the gospel of  

Jesus Christ to be published and proclaimed through the printed page. 

“Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.”  Psalm 30:5 

Going on a fast train to glory, make no mistakes about it, 
Nothing slow about it...going on a fast train to glory. 

 
Going in the sky, going by and by, going on a fast train to glory,  
we will sing the praises of God and thank Him for blessing us  
with hope in this life, with the joyest promise of everlasting life  

by belief in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

Fast Train to Glory 
By Faith Rose 

Carol Clifton and her daughter Mary visiting the California RR Museum in Sacramento last year.  

They both enjoy model railroading as Carols late husband Cliff was an avid Model Railroader who 
worked for the Western Pacific Railroad as well.  Both Carol and Mary are committed REA mem-
bers who have spread the word of God through the Railroad Evangelist magazine for many years.  

May God continue to bless their efforts in reaching out to the entire railroad community. 
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Please send your REA news to: (E-mail)   rrjoe@comcast.net 
REA  PO Box 5026  Vancouver, WA 98668 

MALAGA, NJ  For more information call Marlene Sampson at  
(609) 561-6922. 

SPOKANE, WA  

Contact Paul Myhre, distributer of the Railroad Evangelist magazine in 

the Spokane area. Call (509) 922-4025. 

TALLAHASSEE, FL.   

The Railroad Evangelist is distributed to the “Golden Railroaders” at 

their monthly meeting by Sara Harkey.  For more information call: 

(850) 574-3271. 

PORTLAND,OR / VANCOUVER,WA  

The Railroad Evangelists are distributed around local railroad shops 

and yards.  Call Joe Spooner at: (360) 699-7208. 

SYRACUSE, NY  

For more information, contact: Mrs. Rosalind Ragonese at:       

(315) 487-9293. 

 

MN (Minnesota) Railroad Fellowship. For more information for those 

living in the North St. Paul or Twin Cities area telephone John Stewart 

at (cell) 651-592-8478 or Mark Lorenz at (cell) 651– 592-6065 

ALEXANDRIA REA CHAPTER.   MAY 2011 
 
Rachael Rose {first secretary that REA has had} has passed 
away  where she was living.  The Rev Paul Campbell officiating.   
 
Bro. Paul Campbell opened our meeting and prayed for our delicious 
covered dish dinner.  Phil Hannum played several numbers on his 
trumpet.  We had 25 members present.   
Prayer requests were taken and all prayed for Rachael Rose's family 
and our Nation.  Prayer for all the flooding in the South.  He prayed for 

all requests and then closed in prayer.   
Bryon and Henry took the offering.   
 
Bro. Wilson Riley talked about all coming to the National Conven-
tion.  He said that our founders son, Alan Harkey, will be one of our 
speakers at the convention.   
Christine Young was our speaker tonight.  The Power of the text-
book.  Then Jen Schmitt continued and shared about herself and how 
she came to came to read the Bible. We all have voices, to share our 
testimony.  We all recited John 3:16.   
 
Roland Harris prayed and closed our meeting at 8:15 pm. 

 
For more information contact Wilson Riley: (703) 751-8925 

For information on how to begin a  
REA Chapter or a REA Fellowship in your area see our web 

page www.RailroadEvangelist.com or write the Editor. 

    I believe it is only the blessings of Gods amazing 
grace that we are able to celebrate 70 years of Railway 
Ministry.  What an incredible joy it is to know we are 
part of Gods plan and purpose in reaching the entire 
railroad community with the life-changing gospel of Je-
sus Christ. 
 
    Reflecting back over the past 70 years, recognizing 
Gods faithfulness in raising up individuals, such as 
yourself, who have made it possible to keep the finan-
cial wheels rolling year after year.  The National REA 
Annual Convention has also created life-long friend-
ships that have greatly blessed and enriched our lives 
and by being blessed of God for allowing us to be a 
part of this unique railroad evangelistic literature minis-
try. 
 
   As we look to the future, let us keep our focus on the 
cross and on the lost. Let us also be mindful of the 
privilege, honor and responsibility we have to keep our 
hand to the gospel plow believing God for a harvest of 
souls through the Railroads Evangelist magazine as 
we go forward sowing the gospel seed as co-laborers 
together with Him to “proclaim the good news of His 
salvation from day to day.” (Psalm 96:2) 
May God continue to bless the REA. 
                                                              - Joe Spooner 

Father,  

in the name of Jesus,  

with the help of the Holy Spirit, 

 we ask for an increase of  

dedicated  workers to catch  

the vision of REA.   

We ask that the Railroad  

Evangelist magazine will have a 

greater impact in the worldwide  

railroad community and  

we ask that many will come  

to the knowledge of the truth and  

receive Jesus Christ as their Savior  

and Lord.  In Jesus name. A-men 



Publication Guidelines for the Railroad Evangelist magazine 
We are always looking for original railroad related photos, drawings or paintings.  We also are looking for stories, articles , personal testimonies 
(300 - 800 words) or poems that would be of interest to our readers of the Railroad Evangelist magazine.   Currently the Railroad Evangelist 

magazine is published three times a year. Typed material is appreciated.  Material received will be returned upon request. For further information 
or questions contact the editor.   
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IIIIIIIII Riding the Rail for 70 Years IIIIIIIII 
 

George Samaduroff Jr. is a dear Brother in the LORD and a col-
lege buddy, (of Rev. Stephen Seidler).  He was famous for playing 
hymns on two pop bottles – melody on one side of his mouth, har-
mony on the other. Lately, he has been writing hymns and com-
posing occupational poetry which has become popular and highly 
prized. I asked him to compose a special poem for this 70th anni-
versary issue.  George was born of Russian immigrants in the San 
Francisco Bay area and was exposed to the music of Glen Miller, 
the Dorsey Brothers, as well as the great classics. He started pi-
ano lessons at the age of 6, writing his first song at the age of 10.  
At 16 he attended the Billy Graham Crusade at the San Francisco 
Cow Palace. It was there that he received the Lord as his personal 
Savior. He attended Pillsbury Baptist Bible College in Owatonna, 
MN. He took additional courses at Tennessee Temple in Chatta-
nooga, TN, where he currently resides. Now that he is retired from 
insurance, he finds time to be creative. He desires that his poems 
and songs will be a blessing to all. 

DW&P RDC unit idling at Duluth, Minnesota – 1959.   (SRS Photo) 
 
 

Riding the Rail 
People love to ride the train, to eat, relax, and enjoy the terrain. The beautiful sites of the coun-
tryside; riding the rail, it’s such a delight. You have more freedom traveling by train; you’re not 
cooped up in an aeroplane. Time for dinner, I’m ready to dine; the food is great and the coffee is 
fine. I remember I rode on the Union Pacific, leaving my skis and heading southeast. It was an ex-
perience, to say the least; we came to a town called New Or-leans. I stayed in a place called the 
YMCA, and then made it on time on the Rock Island line. Back on the rail we’re heading north-
east, on to “Bama”, then Tennessee. 
 
There’s another train called the “Gospel Train,” this is the one calling everyone: All aboard! Cries 
the Father above, All aboard! Cries His precious Son, All aboard! Cries the Holy Spirit; for this is 
the Triune, the great “Three in One.” It travels the rail that is straight and narrow; onward it goes 
to Heaven above. The ticket is paid, Oh, let me explain; God saw lost men, condemned, and de-
praved. He sent His Son, His begotten Son, who “tasted death” for sinners undone. It’s love that 
sent His only Son, to die on the tree to set men free. That wondrous love and the precious blood 
was what He gave so men could be saved. Don’t turn away the provision He made; you’ll regret it 
come that Judgment Day. So, reserve a place, for the price is paid, and get on board on the 
“Gospel Train.”                            Revelation 22:17       Hebrews 2:9 
 

By George Samaduroff Jr.      
(For poems, contact George : gsjr@yahoo.com)          
Copyright April 11, 2011 
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